Plastic surgeon finds reward
makmg peoples’ Ilves normal

By ROBERT C. BLEZARD
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edical science rescued Pa-
trick and Benjamin Binder
of West Germany from what
would have been a miserable
existence — the horizontal life of

Siamese twins joined at the head.

The complicated surgery required

the talents and brainwork of a varie-
ty of medical specialists. Among
them was Shrewsbury native Dr.
Craig R. Dufresne, a plastic surgeon
and director of the Facial Rehabilita-
tion Center at Johns Hopkms Univer-
sity.

On Friday, Dr. Duiresne was at his "

former high school, Worcester Acad-
emy, to tell today’s students of the
Binder twins and how plastic surgery
is ehabling many to live more enrich-
ing, normal lives.

He showed slides and talked to the
student body in the school’s enormous
theater, and then met with smaller
groups of possible doctors-to-be in
the same rooms where he learned sci-
ence as a student.

VISITED CAMPUS

Dr. Dufresne, decked in a double-
breasted tailored suit and London
Fog raincoat, also reintroduced him-

Shrewsbury native helped in surgery
to separate West German twrn boys

self to the campus. He visited a class-

room here, a gymnasium there. Ex- .

cept for a few facelifts over the
years, he noted, the place looked
pretty much the same as when he

was a student and his pals called him ' g :
high school to reconmstructive sur-

-, gery,” he said. Sculpting in art class-

“Duff.” That’s the nickname listed
under his picture ln the 1969 year-

. book. i

With a selected group of students
* in a biology lab, complete with a fish
“tank, a turtle tank and plants grow-

ing all over the place, Dr. Dufresne
gave advice on how to become a doc-
tor,

“The main thing is to get as broad
an education as you can, because

once you get into medicine, it’s so
L ' d. ment medical technology had to of-

subspecialized,” Dr. Dufresne said.

With a smile, he called a career in .

medicine “the ultimate delayed grat-
ification,” because of all the years of
training. .

“The thing is,  you ' shouldn’t
shortchange yourself ” Dr. Dufresne
said. Those who want to be doctors
should advance with . confidence.

“Keep it in the back of your mind 4
Dr. Dufrese said he wanted to be a

" doctor since he was 7.
" HAILED DOWH

“I nailed it down when I was in

es inspired him to be a plastic sur-

geon. He sees his work today as .. o
‘. sculpting with living tissues, . ', H Was a; major
He said he was gratified to be part

of the team that worked on the West

German boys.
Surgery on the Binder boys was

“almost technically impossible to -

do,” and was completed after months
of planning using the latest equip-

fer.

In one example, Dr. Dufresne sa:d
X-rays of the boys® joined skulls were
enhanced by a compiter to give doc-

tors far more information than a reg- -

ular X-ray would. ‘.
The computer could create an im-
age that could be “turned,” just like a

A major complication’ iu the Binde
case was that the boys’ brains shared

3 D model to reveal obscure angles _
and cross sectmns The computer im-
age could also be manipulated to.
show just the skull, or just the brain,"
or just the major blood vessels, or
any combination of them.” * 3

The imaging enabled surgeons fo
know what they-were-dealing with -
much better than if they had relied on
X-rays alone. )

MAJOR COMPLICATION

i, o

a major blood vessel. Separating the
brains without disrupting oxygen gup,%
hallenge, . Dr.

"It was done by chilling the boys to
the temperature when blood supply
could be cut off without brain dam- °
age, completing the operation and
then reviving the boys.

Dr. Dufresne’s partlcular ]ob was
to help create the scalp tissue that
would cover both of the babies’ heads
after they were separated. He flew to
Ulm, West Germany, months before
the operation to implant balloon-like
instruments underneath the boys’
common scalp.

TURN TO GIVING/PAGE 6






