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ay 2, 1990, was the most exciting day of | WIth Ch er s !

4-year-old Erin Williams's life. Wearing |

her flowered Easter dress, with matching I I | “

| Bl
few moments before the performance, a special friendship thtle G I rl
began between the glamorous celebrity and a handicapped
little girl who may never be called beautiful.
had no chin, and her cheekbones were missing. Tiny
gnarled buds protruded from the side of her head where
ears should have been. Her eyelids slanted downward and
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star and looked into her eyes. And in that moment Cher  hours later—allowed to hold her at last—Connie Williams
helped the odd-looking little girl understand that beauty ~ was stunned by her 7-pound-8-ounce daughter's appear-
isn't only skin deep.

Kelly, had been premature but healthy. And two sono-
facial deformity, Cher felt compelled to do something for ~ grams Connie had while pregnant with Erin had revealed
children like him. Now, when she performs in a new city, no problems. Although doctors told the couple that chil-
she contacts a local representative of the Children’s Cranio-

Once Connie brought her new daughter home, all of her

energy was absorbed in trying to nurture the baby. Erin

A ROCky Start had an abnormally tiny airway in her throat, which often
Immediately after Erin Williams was born at Baltimore’s

Franklin Square Hospital Center in 1986, doctors whisked

ribbons on her headband, Erin and her mother waited
backstage at the Capital Centre in suburban Washington,
D.C. When Cher arrived for the sold-out concert, Erin
presented her with a long-stemmed red rose, and in those
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Erin Williams was born with Treacher Colling syn- | Fl hts a
drome, a congenital disorder that left her deaf and with a | {
head so deformed that her mother hid it under a big honnet | -
whenever she took her out in public. Protecting Erin from | |
curious stares and insensitive comments wasn’t easy. She | evas a lng ;
- i
!
did not fully close. Dlsorder ‘
Backstage that evening Erin stood before the beautiful b L b L e s ST <
ance. The devastating diagnosis was full-blown Treacher
Cher's relationship with Erin and other children affect-  Collins syndrome.
ed by craniofacial deformities is not a public relations The news came as a shock to Connie and her husband,
stunt, but a genuine commitment. After starring in the  Albert—especially since their pretty firstborn daughter,
1985 mavie Mask, based on the life of a boy born with a
dren born with the characteristic ear deformities of
facial Association and invites area children to her concerts. Treacher Collins often experience partial hearing loss,
“I get alot from these kids,” says Cher, who serves as Connie and Albert were relieved to learn that mental re-
honorary chairwoman of the association. “They give me a tardation was not associated with the syndrome.
new slant on courage and character.”
became obstructed by her normal-size tongue. “She
would get this panicked lock in her eyes, struggling to get
her away because she was having trouble breathing. Five ~ enough air while she ate,” recalls Connie. A two-ounce
bottle feeding typically took two hours, and Erin could
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never keep all of her food down.
Because Erin had trouble eating and breathing at the









