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expectation of pay or praise.

Dufresne, director of plastic
surgery and the craniofacial
program at Inova Fairfax, gets
my praise anyway.

It’s not surprising that he
quickly agreed to take on
Jennifer’s case. Her story is
compelling; his urge to help
is strong.

She lives in a region of
Uganda that has been roiled
for 20 years by a civil war
aimed directly at children.
Tens of thousands have been
abducted and forced to be
soldiers and sex slaves.
Untold thousands have been
victimized in other ways.

Jennifer was burned when
rebels attacked her village.
She was at home with her
father when rebels came and
ordered him to leave. They
shot him as he did. They
ordered Jennifer to stay in
the house and set it on fire.

After Inquirer readers
learned about her from a
profile I wrote after meeting
Jennifer in Uganda, they
wanted to bring her here for
surgery. She arrived on
Christmas Eve 2005.

I couldn't find a hospital in
Philadelphia willing to take on
the pro bono case of a girl
they had never examined.
Dufresne did not hesitate to
say yes, which was in line with
the humanitarian bent he has
shown throughout his career.

He helped a Pakistani
woman whose husband had
mutilated her face because he
thought she had cheated on
him. The husband went to jail
in Pakistan. She was brought
to metro Washington where
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emergency.

Dufresne has performed
major facial reconstruction on
many children whose families
have little or no means to
pay for it.

He was attracted to plastic
surgery in part because his
mother had been an artist.
Plastic surgery combined his
love for art and science. He is
drawn to giving of himself
because he is a confident and
decent fellow, because he
knows he is as fortunate as he
is skilled.

That’s why he volunteers at
a clinic for children with cleft
lips and palates. I
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months old. He wasn't happy
about strangers trying to look
inside his mouth.

“Mom, do you want to hold
him and I'll sneak a peek?”
Dufresne asked.

He looked, then told the
anxious mother that her son’s
palate was in good shape.
Still, she could contact one of
the docs if there were any
problems. The mother was
relieved.

“The work he does is
remarkable to watch. He never
loses patience,” said Lori
Hindenburg, the clinic’s
coordinator.

Dufresne has performed four






